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OVERVIEW 

Anweshi is currently into its sixteenth year of devoted service to a number of helpless and hapless women. In this journey we have encountered many challenges which have helped us in conquering greater heights and exploring newer avenues. Our major activities consisting of Counseling, Legal aid, Short stay home, Community work, Library and Documentation, Adolescent project as well as advocacy work consisting of seminars, workshops and awareness programmes have been carried out effectively and helped in the overall effectiveness of the project. This being our last term of receiving funds from Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, Mumbai, it has put forth a new challenge of sustainability.    

The quantitative outputs are as follows

COUNSELLING 

New Case






431






Follow up






697





Settled






 
84
COMMUNITY WORK

Field Visit






538





Police Station visit 





46




  

SHORT STAY HOME

Women






36




  

Children 






19
LEGAL AID CELL

Legal Literacy Class





38




  

Participants





          1287
Aid provided






208
ADOLESCENT WORK
Adolescent classes





30




  

Participants 





          682
Seminars 






3


Workshops 






1 






   Participants 





          129

LIBRARY & DOCUMENTATION 

Books






More than 7300




Membership






388









  

SEMINARS






9


     

Participants 





          682
WORKSHOPS





3

Participants 





          377
Our work has helped us in increasing our reach to the common public, especially women. We have also initiated works with adolescent boys and our entry into newer avenues has helped us in reaching people from different domains. Being a part of some of the national level campaigns on violence against women has facilitated in understanding various forms of atrocities in different parts of the country. We have also been able to improve our networking system with many national and local level NGOs. These features have helped us to become more aware of national and international level practices and approaches helping us to improve our project efficiency and effectiveness. As an NGO which is increasingly dealing with cases relating to violence against women, alcoholism, drug addiction and limited social freedom to women, it is essential to equip women with the power to deal with difficult situations. Unequal gender power relationships have existed in the society since time immemorial which is not easy to break. It will require persistent efforts on behalf of NGOs like Anweshi to create a safer place for women. As a part of a holistic approach towards providing services to women we have also planned to incorporate health services into our existing system. 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

Any organizations’ existence is supported by a strong financial base. Because of uncertainties regarding funding in the coming months, we have been applying for financial assistance to several national level as well as international level funding organizations like UNFPA, UN Trust Funds, UNIFEM, corporate organizations etc. We have also applied to central and state level government schemes for our short stay home like the SWADHAR Project. We have also called for advisory meetings to take decisions on the financial matters of the organization. With a view to get public support an appeal has been prepared focusing on the work of Anweshi and the importance of its sustenance. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

· We have been able to carry out the project activities and there have been qualitative improvements. 

· This year our socio-political play “Sita” had been staged at many places in Kerala and has been well received by the audiences all over Kerala. 

· We have also been planning to expand our project to other areas, like health, to give a holistic approach to the existing delivery systems. However, it will depend on the funds received by the organization. 

· We have been taking up initiatives for rehabilitating victims with the help of some influential institutions like Mahila Samakhya (Central Government project for Education) and other private sector organizations who have agreed to help voluntarily by taking care of their education as well as by giving them employment opportunities. 

· Anweshi has been an active member in ‘Jagrita Samiti’ meetings, which is a local initiative to help people solve their problems. The committee consists of NGO representatives, Corporation Mayor, ICDS officers, police vanitha cell, representatives of political parties and city protection officers. 

· Anweshi is also a part of local level “Helpline Project” started by the City Police Commissioner exclusively for women designed for timely help in a situation of crisis.  

· As a part of the National and International level Courts of Women organized by Vimochana, Bangalore and AWHRC, Anweshi conducted the state level “Court of Women on Dowry and Related Forms of Violence” in Calicut district, Kerala. Basically it is a forum where victims of violence testify before a gathering of social workers, women rights activists, lawyers etc. A panel of judges will be there to give their verdicts. It is a unique form of expressing issues of violence pioneered by AWHRC (Asian Women Human Rights Council).
BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT

Anweshi  was started by some like-minded individuals in the year 1993 with a view to establish itself as a credible and committed women’s organization engaged in raising awareness about, and addressing issues of violence against women in Kerala. Initially the organization was established to create a space where women could come and share their experiences. But over the years it has expanded its activities by not only catering to their needs of providing support but also involving in broader issues concerning basic rights of women. Even though our activities are restricted to mostly north of Kerala we have been participating in many awareness programmes and events organized by other NGOs in and around Kerala, thus increasing our scope of activities. The rationale and focus of our activities is mainly on reducing atrocities against women and supporting and empowering them in this process. 

A local newspaper (24-6-09, Metro Manorama) recently reported that cases of violence against women were at a high in Calicut city. It revealed the following 

	YEAR


	NO. OF CASES



	2007
	        341

	2008
	404

	2009 (Till April)

Rape 
                                                9


Molestation
                                    24

Abduction
                                     0

Eve teasing
                                    15

Dowry Deaths                                     0

Partner violence                                 52

Other forms of violence                     52
	152


It shows that in the first four months of 2009 itself, the reported cases are more than 150 which clearly points out the increase in crimes against women in the city. In this relation we are constantly looking for opportunities to collaborate with local government and private functionaries to strongly deal with violence against women.   

Objectives 

The long-term objective of the project is women’s empowerment and all round development; individually, socially, politically and economically. It aims at enabling women to have the courage and capacity to tackle the every day violence in their lives. It focuses at enhancing the status of women in the family and society at large by creating awareness about rising gender discrimination. Women, thus empowered will be capable of participating in the entire social, political and development processes in a creative and constructive way. 

Specific objectives

1. To provide support to women who are abused, battered and exploited by providing counselling, legal aid and other supports. 

2. To improve skills of women in dealing with violence.

3. To undertake legal awareness programmes for women in the city, suburbs and remote hilly areas in the district and the adjacent districts. 

4. To spread knowledge and awareness of sexuality and sexual health among high school and college going girls and also boys to develop self-esteem and healthy man-woman relationships. 

5. To spread gender awareness among them and to sensitize them to issues of gender and women’s role in social, political and development processes. 

6. To organize programmes for them to realize their potentialities and to instill self-confidence in them. 

7. To create awareness among them about the various potential threats to their growth and well being through abuse, exploitation and violation of their human rights in the rapidly changing and globalizing economic and cultural contexts. 

8. To introduce basic legal literacy to adolescent girls and young women.

9. To impart self defensive skills, in both physical and psychological, to girls and young women in dealing with violence. 

10. To collect and disseminate information on gender-related issues.

11. To undertake advocacy on gender violence targeted at specific groups. 

PROGRAMME FINDINGS 

The programme findings have been presented with a log frame supported with a rationale. The specific objectives mentioned above have been rated in terms of its fulfillment. The rating criteria is mentioned below


Rating:     Very satisfactory 


      Satisfactory 


       Less satisfactory 


       Unsatisfactory 

	Sr. No.
	Rating
	Rationale

	1
	Very satisfactory
	We have been able to provide counselling services and legal aid to all women who have approached us. Wherever applicable we have even referred cases for other aid services.  

	2
	Very satisfactory
	This year, apart from the legal literacy classes and other empowerment classes, the court of women organized by Anweshi was an outstanding achievement with very good participation levels. 

	3
	Satisfactory
	Our legal awareness programmes are conducted covering almost all areas of the district including remote hilly areas.   

	4
	Less Satisfactory
	We have been able to conduct classes on sexuality and sexual health mostly in collaboration with anganwadis for adolescent girls in remote as well as urban areas. We have not been able to perform enough in this area because of health problems of our adolescent project co-ordinator. 

	5
	Very satisfactory
	Our current comprehensive delivery of services caters to the need of spreading gender awareness among women. 

	6
	Very satisfactory
	Apart from the gender awareness classes, this year we also have organized skill development classes for women, girls and young children. 

	7
	Satisfactory
	Our classes also cover the topics on creating awareness on potential threats to women. 

	8
	Very satisfactory
	Basic legal literacy classes are conducted for women and young girls 

	
	
	

	9
	Very satisfactory
	Women Empowerment through gender awareness is the crux of our project. And hence our library consists of diverse feminist and gender awareness materials as well as studies. These are often accessed by young children, research students and women. 

	10
	Very satisfactory
	The state level court of women organized by Anweshi was a milestone in our advocacy work. Apart from that we have also been organizing seminars and awareness programmes as well as participating and voicing our support to women.    


PROJECT DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION 

The current project titled “Anweshi Women’s Support and Advocacy Centre” is in its third year of implementation and functioning with the assistance of funds from Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, Mumbai. We have been able to carry out our activities with our strong focus on elimination of all forms of violence against women and children, irrespective of their caste, class, religious or economic status. The current year’s activities were also pre-decided in consultation with the project head, accounts section and other executive committee members. The field level activities can be enumerated as follows 

COUNSELLING

Counselling is one of the main activities of Anweshi and managed by two counselors and an assistant counsellor. The counselling section works in close co-ordination with other sections and wherever necessary the cases are referred for other services like psychologist, psychiatrist, de-addiction centres etc.  The cases included in the consultation category are the ones which are not registered. 
	Sr no.
	Particulars
	Number of cases

	1
	NEW CASES
	431

	
	Family Problem
	230

	
	Sexual Exploitation
	12

	
	Sexual Harassment 
	2

	
	Property
	12

	
	Miscellaneous 
	53

	
	Death Case
	2

	
	Rape 
	3

	
	Sex racket 
	1

	
	Consultation
	116

	2
	FOLLOW UP 
	697

	3
	SETTLED CASES
	84


LEGAL AID CELL

The legal aid cell is managed by a lawyer and a para-legal worker. This section takes up cases referred by the counselling section. Apart from that we have appointed a lawyer under the PWDV Act, 2005 who mainly handles domestic violence cases. The cases can be divided into following categories 

	Sr No.
	Method of aid provided
	Total 

	1
	Petition drafted to police stations
	16

	2
	Agreements drafted
	12

	3
	Lawyer Notice
	20

	4
	Petition to City Police Commissioner
	4

	5            
	Cases filed in court
	56

	6                    
	Petition to child welfare committee 
	1

	7         
	Settled in court
	13

	8          
	Cases allowed in court
	30

	9       
	Affidavit filed
	33

	10      
	Counter filed
	5

	11
	Sentenced
	2

	12             
	Petition to District Collector
	1

	13 
	Cases filed under PWDV  Act
	15

	
	Total
	208


The details of legal literacy classes are as follows

	Month


	No: of Classes
	No: of Participants

	December
	3
	39+36+40=115

	January
	3
	24+24+44=92

	February
	2
	45+25=70

	March
	2
	23+41=64

	April
	3
	43+35+43=121

	May
	3
	23+45+37=105

	June
	4
	28+37+31+23=119

	July 
	1
	26

	August
	3
	43+40+25=108

	September
	6
	37+42+47+21+34+38=219

	October
	5
	48+38+39+28+28=181

	November
	3
	22+21+24

	Total 
	38
	1287


COMMUNITY WORK

The community work section consists of six community workers and managed by a community work co-ordinator. They are responsible for finding out the details of cases and are a strong link of the organization with the community. They often participate in different programmes and have regular associations with community resources. Based on the need of the community they arrange awareness programmes, seminars, workshops and legal literacy classes. The total field visits are as follows 
	Sr. No.
	Particulars
	Number

	1
	House visits
	538

	2
	Police station visits
	46

	
	Total visits 
	584


SHORT STAY HOME

Women and children who are in need of temporary shelter are admitted to the short stay home and are referred by the counselling section. All the expenses of the inmates are covered by us and the section is managed by a short stay home in-charge and two other support staff members.   

	Particulars
	Admission
	Re-admission
	Total

	Women 
	25
	11
	36

	Children 
	13
	6
	19

	Total
	38
	17
	55


Number of inmates from December 08 to November 09

	Month
	Women
	Children
	Total

	December
	9
	3
	12

	January
	7
	5
	12

	February
	8
	3
	11

	March
	5
	1
	6

	April
	5
	1
	6

	May
	6
	2
	8

	June
	8
	2
	10

	July
	7
	1
	8

	August
	12
	3
	15

	September
	8
	-
	8

	October
	9
	3
	12

	November
	7
	6
	13


ADOLESCENT PROJECT

The adolescent section carries out awareness classes, seminars and workshops for young adolescents and mothers in collaboration with schools, anganwadis and the ICDS. As a part of including boys under the project, a three day workshop was conducted for adolescent boys this year. Three seminars were also conducted on adolescent issues. The details of classes have been mentioned below
	Sr. No
	Month
	Classes conducted for Mothers
	Classes conducted for Adolescent girls
	Participants

	1
	December (2008)
	2
	3
	113

	2
	January 
	-
	-
	-

	3
	February
	-
	-
	-

	4
	March
	-
	-
	-

	5
	April
	1
	2
	88

	6
	May
	-
	-
	-

	7
	June
	-
	-
	-

	8
	July
	1
	-
	25

	9
	August
	3
	1
	89

	10
	September
	1
	3
	72

	11
	October
	6
	-
	137

	12
	November 
	3
	4
	158

	
	Total classes conducted 
	30
	682


LIBRARY & DOCUMENTATION

This year 74 new members were added, increasing the membership to 388 and 825 books were added to the library books collection. Currently our collections of books are more than 7300. We have around 5 Malayalam and 2 English dailies, 38 Malayalam and 11 English journals. With more than 4500 books issued, our library is mainly accessed by women, children and students. During this period two newsletters were published. This year 10 executive committee meetings and one general body meeting of the library were conducted.  Our librarians also attended training programmes and participated in two seminars organized by the Library Council on “Human Gods and superstitions” and “Need of Secular Education in recent times”.

Major activities of the library
· Under “Balavedi” (children’s forum) a personality development class was organized on  December 2008 which was conducted by Mr. Vinod Kumar and was participated by more than 40 students. 

· One of our Balavedi members Aleena Sharon won first prize in “Poetry Writing”, organized by the district library council. It was a competition organized where in participants had to compose their own poems. 

· Some of the children  also participated in toy making class under the library council. 

· Our Balavedi members also got first prize in “Floral Design Competition” conducted by Deshaposhini Public Library and Bhima Bala Sahithya Puraskara Samiti, on the occasion of our annual festival of Onam.  

· A handicraft class was also organized in the library for Balavedi members in which they were taught to make flowers from waste materials. 

· This year we had conducted fabric painting class for women and adolescent girls consisting of eight sessions. Due to a very positive response from the class we will also be introducing glass painting and stitching classes for the group.  

· A personality development class was conducted for members of Balavedi on  November 2009 by Mr.kovoor Vinod.

· We also organized an interactive session with Ms Deedi Damodaran, who is one of the very few women scriptwriters to have written a script for a Malayalam film. 

PROJECT OUTPUT AND DISSEMINATION 

Anweshi had conducted workshops, seminars and awareness programmes this year on many topics for specific groups like anganwadi workers, panchayat members, social workers, advocates, teachers, and others. Some of the broad topics covered in the classes include women empowerment and laws related to women. Sub-topics include gender, leadership, personality development, self-defense skills, women & society, dowry problems, family problems, human rights, sexual harassment at workplace, sexual abuse and rights of women. Legal topics include Hindu-Muslim-Christian marriage law, special marriage act, PWDV Act, labour laws, consumer court, right to information act etc. Adolescent topics include food and health, physical and psychological problems faced by girls during menstrual period, sexuality and sexual health, maintaining healthy relationships etc. 
The details have been mentioned as below 

SEMINARS
	Sr No. 
	Month 
	No. of Participants
	Nature of participants 
	Topics 

	1
	February 
	72
	Women, Kudumbasree members 
	Women Empowerment , women and law

	2
	March 
	81
	Women, Anganwadi teachers
	Women Empowerment , women and law

	3
	April 
	89
	Fisherwomen, Sex Workers
	Women Empowerment , women and law

	4
	May

(Three day seminar)
	36
	Adolescent girls
	Adolescent issues 

	5
	May (Two day seminar)
	34
	Adolescent girls
	Adolescent issues

	6
	May (Two day seminar)
	36
	Adolescent girls 
	Adolescent issues

	7
	June
	110
	Women, Anganwadi workers, Teachers, students, 
	Seminar on “Life After Rape

	8
	June
	45
	Cultural artists, activist, actors  
	“Need for bringing together feminist

cultural artists and feminist social activists

of Kerala”   

	9
	July 
	54
	Women 
	Women Empowerment , women and law

	10
	July
	106
	Women 
	Women Empowerment , women and law, Problems faced by women

	11
	July 
	65
	Women 
	Women Empowerment , women and law

	12
	November 
	60
	Women
	“Elimination of Gender Violence”- a public awareness programme


WORKSHOP

	Sr No.
	Date 
	Participants 
	Description 

	1
	Jan 30-31
	329
	The Court of Women, an event organized on the theme “Dowry and Related Forms of Violence” in Kozhikode.

	2
	Feb 5- 6 
	25 
	Evaluation Workshop, organized for the staff members of Anweshi.  

	3
	May 17th- 26th 
	23
	Theatre Workshop, an event for young artists with an aim to form a feminist theatre.    

	4
	May 5th to 7th 
	23
	Adolescent workshop for boys 


CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMMES 

Various capacity building programmes have been carried out this year with a view to meet changing demands and ensuring flexibility and functionality. These programmes help us to take our activities into a broader arena and also help in training as well as overall development of staff members. They have been categorized into general programmes, staff participation in other programmes and staff members as resource persons.

GENERAL PROGRAMMES
	Sr No.
	Date
	Particulars

	       1
	2-12-08
	As a part of the programme conducted by women’s based organizations for Kerala Sthree Vedi  on “Need for legal amendments and networking of women” Anweshi organized a street play in Calicut district on the above theme.  

	       2
	3-12-08
	Conducted the above programme in Wayanad district.  

	      3
	10-12-08
	Conducted the above programme in Kasargod district.

	      4
	18-12-08
	Conducted the final and concluding programme at Trivandrum. 

	     5
	9-1-09
	Preparatory meeting before the “court of women” conducted with NGO representatives, activists and lawyers. 

	     6
	23-1-09
	Follow up of the preparatory meeting conducted before the court of women. 

	     7
	14-2-09
	A rally organized in protest of the Sree Rama Sena attack on girls in Mangalore. 

	     8
	8-3-09
	A discussion organized on the topic “Freedom of mobility for women” 

	     9
	26-4-09
	A preparatory meeting was organized before the “Theatre workshop” and was participated by cultural artists, theatre personalities and actors. 

	    10
	30-4-09
	A study tour by all staff members to silent valley. 

	    11
	19-5-09
	A rally organized supporting Ms Vilasini who was deceived by a fake sanyasini Thankamani in the pretext of giving her a job and took her valuable belongings. 

	12
	3-7-09
	An event was organized for the release of our documentary. 

	13
	1-8-09
	Training for trainers programme organized on Adolescent issues. The class was conducted by IMHANS director Dr. Krishna Kumar. 

	14
	8-8-09
	Took part in a programme and dharna organized in protest of an existing liquor shop inside a colony.  We also participated in various ways in support of the agitation  to close down the liquor shop. 

	15
	30-11-09
	An interaction organized as a part of the international campaign on violence against women starting from Nov 25th to Dec 10th.


STAFF PARTICIPATION IN OTHER PROGRAMMES

	SR.

NO.
	PARTICULARS 
	STAFF MEMBERS 

	1
	Participated in a state-level meeting of Sthree Vedi on the planning meeting of “Need for legal amendments and networking of women”.
	Ajitha, Sreeja

	2
	Part of a core committee formed before the “National Court of Women”, Bangalore. 
	Ajitha 

	3
	Participated in a programme and rally based on the theme “Monetary benefits for Housewives”. It was participated by many women based organizations of North Kerala. 


	Nabeesa, Lissy, Elizabeth, Shantha 

	4
	Participated in a programme organized my Mahila Samakhya where in a village was declared as dowry free.
	Ajitha, Sreeba 

	5
	Participated in a collectorate march organized by the protest committee formed against a liquor shop in a locality. 
	Ajitha, Sreeja, Lissy, Sarojam, Santha 

	6
	A three day camp, on trainers training organized by Kerala Sthree vedi 
	Ajitha, Sreeba, Santha

	7
	Participated in a police station march requiring an investigation into the “Jessy Death Case”, an adivasi girl in Attapady, Palaghat district  
	Sreeja ,Lissi, Ajitha 

	8
	The Kerala State Resource Centre organized a capacity development programme for NGO representatives in Trivandrum and was participated by our staff member.  
	Sreeja 

	9
	Participated in a rally to the Malappuram District Education Department office concerning an issue of misconduct towards a teacher.
	Sreeja, Lissy, Elizabeth

	10
	Participated in the National Court of Women held in Bangalore.
	Ajitha, Sreeja, Rajalakshmi, Vasantha, Shiji, Vinita

	11
	Participated in an anti-corruption convention in Ernakulam organized by human rights and environmental activists.

	Ajitha

	12
	Participated in a state level meeting of Sthree Vedi at Kasargod on an issue where in young children went missing.
	Sreeja

	13
	One of our staff members participated in the third national conference on the “Implementation of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005” initiated by Lawyers Collective Women’s Rights in partnership with the National Commission for Women and supported by UN Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against Women.
	Adv. K K Preetha

	14
	Participated in a workshop organized by Sakhi Women’s Resource centre in Trivandrum on misuse of ICT against women.
	Vinita

	15
	Two of our staff members participated in programme organized by “Credibility Alliance”. The aim of the programme was on accreditation of NGO’s and was also participated by other local NGO’s.
	Prameela and Sarojam

	
	
	


STAFF MEMBERS AS RESOURSE PERSONS

	SR. NO.
	PROGRAMME
	STAFF MEMBER



	1
	Class on the PWDV Act, 2005 for the Department of Women’s Studies, Calicut University 
	Ajitha 

	2
	Two classes on “Adolescent & Gender” for Kudumbasree members in Calicut and Malappuram district 
	Jancy Jose

	3
	Class on “Women & Self Help Groups” for fisherwomen organized by the Malabar Theera Desha Vanitha Federation 
	Sreeja P 

	4
	Class on “ Women Empowerment” for fisherwomen organized by the Malabar Theera Desha Vanitha Federation
	Sreeja P 

	5
	A series of classes on women empowerment, human rights and domestic violence, organized by the Academic staff college, Calicut University as  part of the UGC’s orientation programme for college teachers.   
	Ajitha 

	6
	A class on the PWDV Act, 2005 conducted for members of police 
	K K Preetha 


Students and scholars who have approached Anweshi to study its activities 

· Ms Gabriela Alvarado, a research student of the American study abroad program named School for International Training: India Culture and Development.

· Two research students from Norway had visited Anweshi for their post graduation dissertation on changes in India post implementation of the PWDV Act, 2005. 

· Rekha Raj, a dalit activist and writer had visited as a part of her research on limitations of the PWDV act, 2005.
· Maria Koleth, an undergraduate honours student from the Australian National University visited Anweshi as a part of her honours thesis in Development Studies. 
· Ms Vijaylakshmi from IIT Bombay visited our library with a view to interview women readers as a part of her PhD thesis. 

· A three member group from the Massachusetts University visited Anweshi to study its activities.

OTHER     ACHIEVEMENTS 

Our project head Ms. K Ajitha, renowned social activist of Kerala, won the eminent “R. Shankaranarayanan Thampi Smaraka Award” on November 2, 2009. She received the award from the veteran poet and Padmashree awardee Mr. ONV Kurup in Trivandrum. She was also invited to participate in the 3rd INDO-ARAB cultural fest 2009, organized by Kerala Social Centre, Abu Dhabi. 

Studies were also taken up and successfully on behalf of the Kerala Women’s Commission on “Life after Rape” and “Inter-state marriages”.  

THE COURTS OF WOMEN 

The court of women is a novel concept pioneered by the AWHRC (Asian Women Human Rights Council) and initiated in the year 1991. The aim is to create a forum where in women can share their experiences freely without any inhibitions. It is also focused on creating a space where  women can be heard, voice their experiences and share it with the common public. Till now 35 courts of women have been held all through the world mainly in Africa, Arab countries, Mediterranean, central and South America. The courts of women are a public hearing  in which  women give their testimonies in front of a big gathering in front of a panel of judges consisting of social activists, professionals from diverse fields, government functionaries, lawyers etc. At the end of the sessions the judges give their verdict which gives the audience an opportunity to reflect on the different forms of violence against women in the society.  In this respect Anweshi organized the state level court of women based on the theme “Dowry and related forms of violence” on January 30th and 31st, 2009. This state level event was conducted ahead of the national level “Court of women” held on July 2009 and organized by Vimochana, Bangalore.
 The Round Table Discussion held on January 30th 
On January 30th, a round table discussion was held in which issues of dowry and its exploitative forms were discussed. The panel of discussion consisted of eminent personalities from the government, social activists, NGO representatives and lawyers. More than 150 people participated in the programme. It was concluded that the court of women is a continuous process and is a platform where in two generations participate. The court of women demonstrated a new hope with the new generation reflecting a strong foundation of social awareness and the old generation giving firm support.
31st January 

The second day of the “Court of Women” started with a tribal dance from the “Irula” community of Attapady. The programme started with victims of dowry giving testimonies. It was followed by the depositions by the expert witness who also presented with their views giving social background and dimensions to the testimonies. The judges gave their verdicts on the testimonies. The event brought some emotional moments not only for the public who participated, but also to the immediate relatives of the victims who died because of dowry violence, those who were still suffering from the evil of dowry, those who had to spent their major portion of their lives in gulf countries and suffered health problems and those who are in gulf countries toiling hard to make money for their family members. 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT SECTION 

Anweshi has a very transparent system of working and a constant co-ordination is maintained between sections.  The extent and number of activities to be conducted during the year like workshops, seminars and other programmes are decided in the beginning. The major decisions of the organization are taken by the executive committee members elected from the general body. This executive committee consists of members from the staff as well as external active members. This year we have conducted regular monthly committee meetings. We have an active and dynamic staff consisting of 25 members responsible for the daily activities of the organization. The counseling, community work, adolescent, short-stay home sections work in close co-ordination with each other. The pattern of reporting and interaction is as follows
Daily meetings
These are conducted on a daily basis where in course of action on cases are decided and cases are assigned to community workers. Community workers also have to report their cases and reports have to be submitted on a daily basis. 

Monthly Staff

Meetings
These are conducted once in a month where in section wise reporting is done. The main aim is to review the activities of the organization. Necessary decisions are taken and problems are discussed jointly. Monthly written reports also have to be submitted on the first of every month.    

Committee 


Meetings 
These meetings are also conducted every month with a view to take policy level decisions of the organization.  
Advisory 
 

Committee

Meetings 
Our advisory committee members mainly consist of journalists, doctors, social workers and activists.
We have a horizontal system of management and the sections are mostly managed by the co-ordinators and supervised by the project head.  

IMPACT 

Inspite of financial difficulties Anweshi still has managed to deliver at its best to the many destitute women. Even though the quantitative outputs have not increased we have been able to do some qualitative work like improving relations with the grassroot level women as well as children. 

Along with our regular activities this year we have been able to conduct studies and launch a feminist theatre group which has been conducting shows in different parts of the state. The court of women created a positive impact on the many men and women who participated and shared their experiences. It opened out opportunities to vent out clogged feelings and emotions of those who have either been victims or witness to violence and injustice. The remarkable feature of this programme was that the programme was participated by representatives of a large number of NGO’s from the state. It was successful and well reported by the media. We were also part of the core group of the organizing committee for National Court of Women held in Bangalore which helped in creating a nationwide impact and highlighted the fact on innumerable injustices being done to women. 

Our strong advocacy work on women empowerment and violence against women in and around north Kerala has been valued and respected because of which we have been part of the local committees formed for addressing violence. We are also planning to broaden the scope of work by including health aspect in our current delivery system with the help of which we hope to increase our impact. We have had preliminary discussions on this with the Pain and Palliative Care Society, Kozhikode Medical College.  They have promised  all help in this effort.  Being one of the most active service providers under the PWDV Act 2005, a number of cases are referred by the protection officers. We are also receiving cases from diverse socio-economic backgrounds due to our non-discriminatory attitude. The participation of women in our skill development class for women which initially introduced on a trial basis has been well received and hence has been extended. Even though we are not into formal rehabilitation of victims, we are supporting a small number of people by securing them a job, helping one of the victims in completing studies, referring to other free support services etc. For instance one of our inmates was assisted  in securing job and currently she is supporting her family. 

Because of our approach and work in the area of domestic violence we have been approached by many scholars and students to study the functioning of our organization. Often we have been referred by many national level researchers and academicians for the purpose of studying interventions and legal mechanisms to fight violence against women. Recently our project head was also felicitated by the Shankara Narayana Smaraka award for the year 2009 for her dedicated service. The impact created by us throws light on our efficiency and effectiveness of work. We also have experienced and professional staff members, who are active into fulfillment of Anweshi’s objectives. However we are concerned about the financial sustainability for which we have been applying to many national funding agencies. 

There has been a concern regarding creating awareness about Anweshi’s activities to the common people because there are still misconceptions among people that our activities are breaking up families. Additionally it is also important to include wider topics concerning the struggles of women in their daily lives in our women empowerment and legal literacy classes for women.
OVERALL ASSESSMENT & RECCOMENDATIONS 

Looking back, the year has been a fruitful one and with newer challenges at different stages. Being active working for the development of women for more than 16 years, we strongly believe that we have immense potential in catering to the diverse needs of women. Because of this we are also planning to include health related services for women, making our services complete and comprehensive.  We believe in jointly assessing our activities and hence during the evaluation workshop, our staff members expressed the need to strengthen the organization. Belonging to a community which aims at serving the society, each and every individual needs to evolve and develop personally. Empowering women may not always be a solution to the existing inequality between men and women. In other words, for a healthy society, awareness should also be created among adolescent boys and men. Hence the work of Anweshi should be widened to cover all sections of the society. The planning, execution and evaluation of programmes is not adequate enough even though we have immense ability in carrying out activities in a professional way. The trainings are often not conducted based on appropriate goals. There is scope to further improvement in the working pattern of the organization by identifying strengths in each individual and harnessing their talents by providing them with appropriate training. 
Inspite of having many support services for women specifically dealing with domestic violence like the PWDV Act 2005, protection officers, local committees, panchayat, counselling centres, police and vanitha cells, many of the cases at a later stage are referred to Anweshi. We have also been prompt in delivering services and proper follow-up of the cases than many of other organizations. We strongly feel that our activities with adolescents have some drawbacks as currently we are not able to satisfy their counseling needs, primarily because of practical problems of arrangements. Issues like hesitation on the part of young girls to approach a counseling centre create blocks in achieving our objectives. A practical method has to be evolved in where in a counselor can visit various local schools and anganwadis on a regular basis. 

The work done by Anweshi has played a vital role in providing justice to women and protecting their rights. And hence it is difficult to fulfill our objectives without strong financial base. Our clients mostly belong to the lower socio-economic strata often and cannot even afford a minimum standard of living apart from their personal struggles. In such a situation if we are not able to lend a helping hand to solve their crisis, it will be a very unfortunate situation.   Most often, we are put in a position in which we have to support our clients  even financially.  

The proposal for a Corpus Funds from SDTT was our dream, which will bring stability an sustainability to the organization’s activities on a permanent basis.  We again request the Trust to reconsider this proposal.  We also request the Trust to maintain a very active monitoring system to ensure that we are utilizing the grant given in a proper way.  

Annexures

Annexure 1

SOME IMPORTANT CASES
Case 1

The petitioner and her sister being unmarried stayed together all their lives. They earned by taking up jobs and with the money they collected, bought land and constructed a house. After many years the petitioners’ mother’s  sister’s son offered to stay and take care of them and so they accepted. However soon problems started and the petitioner and her sister were exploited. Moreover problems worsened to such an extent that they had to leave the house and were at the brink of suicide. They also had given petition to police station but nothing materialized. Later they went and approached “Sai Sadanam” and stayed there for more than one year. The opposite party continued staying in the house owned by the petitioner. Meanwhile one of the petitioner’s relative approached Anweshi and informed us the situation. Proper enquiry was conducted and the opposite party was summoned  to the office.  He was given some time after which he agreed to move out of the house. The case was hence settled and the petitioners were able to return back to their house.  

Case 2

The petitioner and the opposite party had a love marriage and stayed together for a long time. She was employed as a mental hospital nurse and he was a painter by profession. Because of this disparity between the two, the relation was never accepted by their respective family members. Soon he became an alcoholic addict and started abusing her. She then stayed with her daughter for some time and approached us as she wanted divorce. The opposite party was summoned and counselling sessions were conducted. He wanted to stay with his wife and agreed to take de-addiction treatment. He completed his treatment and they started living together.  Thus the case was settled. 

Case 3

This was a family problem where in the opposite party who was the petitioner’s husband had an extra-marital affair with a lady elder to him. Apart from that the opposite party had addictions and harassed her. Before approaching us the petitioner had filed a case against her husband  in which he was sentenced to give a monthly maintenance  of Rs. 2500 to her. But he never paid her regularly. Hence she approached Anweshi and with the help of our intervention we tried to contact him. When he didn’t come for the counselling session, his lover was called and was advised not to have any contacts with him. Soon he also approached us and readily agreed to go for de-addiction treatment. He also completed his treatment with her support and the case was settled. Both their families and local people supported in them in bringing them together. 

Case 4

This was a case of extreme complications as the petitioner had an affair with her maternal uncle. At a very young age her uncle started using her physically and hence with time she developed a liking towards him. He had all the freedom in the house and none of their family members were aware of it. He was not only unmarried but also was an alcoholic. When the family members got her a marriage proposal she attempted a suicide. When asked she informed everyone about the affair she had. Soon both of them were sent away to different places. Both of them didn’t contact each other for a long time. Meanwhile after two months she returned back and was taken to a psychiatrist. There, when her mother was called inside alone, she ran away and went to the protection officer. There she also complained about her family members and told her story. The protection officer soon called her family members and the opposite party was also called from Bombay. From there the protection officer referred the case to Anweshi. She was given a short stay home admission  for some time as she was not ready to go to her place. None of their family members accepted the relation but both of them were adamant to get married. The opposite party’s brother’s marriage was also fixed and hence he wanted the opposite party’s marriage done after his. An agreement was signed where in both the families agreed to conduct their engagement and later on marriage. The marriage has been slated for January and hence the case was settled.  

Case 5

The petitioner had asthma problems and was staying with her husband. They had five children and all of them were married. One day when her condition got worsened, she was taken to the hospital by her two daughters. This was disliked by her other two sons who rushed to the hospital and fought with their sisters accusing them of trying to take away the property.  The opposite party and his brother had also physically harassed their father. Unable to take more, they approached Anweshi and informed about their situation. We received a very negative field report about the opposite party and when he was called he informed that he was politically very active and hence had many enemies. Individual counselling sessions were conducted due to the petitioner’s ill health. The opposite party realized his mistake and agreed to co-operate with his parents. 

Case 6

The petitioner’s daughter had met the opposite party and fell in love with him. When her family members got marriage proposals for her she tried to attempt suicide. Later on when asked she informed that she was having an affair with him. However both the families agreed to get them married. But soon his possessive nature started irritating her and slowly she started distancing herself from him. One day her parents received a CD and a letter sent to them by a person who mentioned himself as a studio owner and that the petitioner’s daughter and the opposite party had come to their studio and taken disreputable pictures. When inquired no such man or studio was found out. After receiving this they approached Anweshi. Soon the opposite party was called. However he firmly disagreed as having sent the CD and letter. There he also informed of having attempted a suicide. He also told us that he had hallucinations and was not mentally happy. His mother who was also present for the joint counselling session was advised to take him to the psychiatrist.  Through joint counselling sessions the case was settled, by convincing the opposite party not to harass the petitioner anymore. 

Case 7

The petitioner, a tribal from the hilly areas of Kozhikode, was brought to us by some local social activists. She was used sexually exploited by a married man for a long time and so had become pregnant. Before approaching us, her case was already taken up by the police and a rape case was filed against the opposite party. By that time she had completed 7 months. She was then sent to a Christian missionary where in the child was born and given for adoption. Meanwhile settlement was done in her case with a compensation of Rs. 45,000. She also worked in the missionary and stayed there for a long time. Anweshi not only helped her in getting some financial benefits from the local panchayat but also helped her financially to get a piece of land and also construct a house. We had also helped her in getting married, who had voluntarily agreed to accept her inspite of knowing her past. 

      Case 8

  The petitioner, an orphan, was looked after by her grandmother from the very beginning. According to her, she was often sexually exploited by her maternal uncles. She also had a history of being delinquent and so got often punished by her relatives. She used to work as a maid. One day she left home and approached a police station where in she was sent to Anweshi. Even though her case is formally taken up and carried out by the police, she was sent to Mahila Samakhya by us for her education. She is currently been looked after by them.

Case 9

Even though the petitioner belonged to a low socio-economic family and being physically handicapped, the opposite party married her as she was very beautiful. He had his own business and was financially sound. Initially they had a happy life but soon he started doubting her and physically harassing her. After some time she left him and came to her own house. She had filed a case for maintenance under which he had to pay a monthly sum of Rs. 1300 in the year 2001.  He did not pay the sum regularly and then she approached us. Later on with our legal help an execution order was filed. After many years the amount was increased to Rs.3,000 each to her and her two children and was ordered to pay the accumulated amount. Since he did not pay the amount the court attached his house then he paid the total  amount. After wards he  tried he sell his house without giving any share for his   children.  Anweshi helped the petitioner to get an injunction order from the court so that he cannot sell the house.

Case 10

The petitioner had approached Anweshi in the year 2000 complaining of a family problem. According to her she was not only physically harassed by him but also alcoholic. She approached Anweshi as she wanted divorce. We not only provided her with legal help, she was also given the job of a community worker in our organization. Soon the petitioner and her kids started living separately from the opposite party. After few years he again started harassing her by entering into their house and creating problems. Again with our legal help, a protection order was secured and in this way the case was solved.  

Annexure 2

	Sr. No
	Name
	Age
	Qualification
	Designation

	1
	K. Ajitha 
	59
	M. A. in Sociology
	Project Head

	2
	V.R Anitha
	44
	M Phil in Psychology
	Counsellor

	3
	Jansy Jose
	44
	PhD Malayalam, B.Ed Hindi
	Social Worker

	4
	Shini.K.K
	35
	M. A. Sociology 
	Counsellor

	5
	Vinita. Nair
	25
	M.S.W, PG certificate in Public Health
	Social Worker

	6
	Adv. A. C. Ambika 
	46
	M.Com, L.L.B
	Advocate

	7
	P. Vasantha .P
	35
	B.A.economics,

H.D.C, D.C.A Tally in Accounting
	Paralegal worker

	8
	Sreeja P
	37
	M.A. Sociology
	Community work coordinator

	9
	Adv. K. K. Preetha
	37
	M. Sc, L.L.B
	Advocate

	10
	Elizabeth C.S 
	48
	B.A in Economics
	Community worker

	11
	Victoria. C.C
	48
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	12
	Nabeesa
	48
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	13
	Sheeba Baby
	41
	Pre Degree, Diploma in counseling, Balasevika Training 
	Short Stay Home supervisor

	14
	Santha.P
	48
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	15
	Sarojam.P
	53
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	16
	Lissy Johnson
	49
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	17
	Sreeba. E.P
	33
	Pre-degree
	Community worker

	18
	Prameela.P 
	36
	M.A Malayalam
	Community worker

	19
	Sai Lakshmi K 
	31
	Bsc (Maths), BLISc 
	Librarian

	20
	Rajalakshmi. 
	53
	Pre-degree
	Assistant Librarian

	21
	Swapna. P 
	40
	B.com, Computer Application
	Accountant

	22
	Shiji Johnson
	29
	B.A, D.C.A
	Office Assistant

	23
	Pushpa. M.P 
	47
	S.S.L.C
	Cleaning staff

	24
	Rohini. M. M 
	57
	S.S.L.C
	Short Stay Home in charge

	25
	Sajini. K.M 
	35
	P.D.C
	Helper


37
27

