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SUMMARY

Anweshi Women’s Counselling Centre has to its credit a well-deserved place among many NGO’s and common public working in south India, especially amid women. Our organization has been granted ‘A’ grade status, among the affiliated women’s organization by the Kerala Women’s Commission. We have also been recognized as one of the service providers under the PWDV Act, 2005 by the state government. It reflects the quality of work done by the dedicated workers of our organization.  This year all the sections of the organization namely counselling, legal aid cell, community work, library and documentation, adolescent work and short stay home worked very actively and jointly towards fulfilling the overall objectives of the organization. 

The quantitative outputs are as follows

COUNSELLING 

New Case






329

Follow up






744

Consultation






106

Settled






121 

COMMUNITY WORK

Field Visit






658

Police Station visit 





  53

SHORT STAY HOME

Women







  31

Children 






  19

LEGAL AID CELL

Legal Literacy Class





  33

Participants





          1460

Aid provided






196

ADOLESCENT WORK
Adolescent class





  49

Participants 





          1471

LIBRARY & DOCUMENTATION 

Books







6582

Membership






  317

SEMINARS






    11 

WORKSHOPS





      4

The outcomes achieved are increased positive and direct intervention within families and imparting basic understanding on laws related to violence against women in northern districts of Kerala under the activities of counselling, community work and legal aid cell, providing shelter to a number of destitute women and children in the short stay home, increased activities and development programmes for children under library, covered more schools and undertook need based sessions under the adolescent project.
Some of the highlights are mentioned as below 

· The number of people who have been approaching the organization has increased. People often have stigma attached when they approach our organization, which has to a great extent reduced.  

· The support from the common public has increased and many people have approached us based on the feedback of families who have been benefited from our work. 

· Awareness among women and adolescent girls about gender and violence has increased. 

· Anweshi has been given an “A” grade status by the Kerala Women’s Commission, which comes under the National Commission for Women Bill of 1990 of India. It has been the result of our dedicated work in this field over the years.

· Increased gender awareness and sensitivity among professionals like teachers, lawyers, police, doctors etc. 

· The confidence & ability to fight for one’s own right among women have increased. 

· Due to our intervention with young girls under the adolescent work there has been an increase in the demand of adolescent classes among various schools.

· Our organization has been invited for many state and national level discussions on women related issues and especially on the PWDV Act, 2005. 

· Many people have voiced their support to our activities in terms of participation in seminars and workshops, small donations, and even sponsoring the needy.

· Many women doctors and lawyers have volunteered to work for the organization. 

This year we have been able to function efficiently inspite of some organizational imbalances. The whole project has been working on the basis of some pre-decided targets and the measurement of effectiveness of the overall project can be assessed mainly on the basis of the feedback received from the clients, which has been very positive and encouraging and the performance of each section individually in terms of output. Apart from that, many people have appreciated our work and have expressed in the form of donation as well as sponsoring many clients financially. 

BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT
Recently outlook magazine (October, 2008) published an article, which mentioned Kerala as the best performing state in terms of overall human development, which also includes women empowerment. However a paradoxical picture is created when the Human Development Report of Kerala (2005) mentioned that incidences of crimes against women especially rape, was high in Kozhikode and Wayanad. Furthermore domestic violence was above the state average in a number of districts, particularly Kollam, Malappuram and Kozhikode. In fact we have been increasingly dealing with cases of sexual abuse and exploitation of even minor girls with some of them involving many high profile personalities. In this context of rising women’s exploitation and violence, the activities of Anweshi have been highly relevant in terms of working towards the empowerment of women. The activities of Anweshi started in the year 1993 with the help of small donations, however because of its dedicated services; in 2000 it was supported with funding from the UNFPA which was channeled through the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India. Currently the organization covers mostly all the districts of north Kerala with the funding from Sir Dorabji TATA trust. When the project started it was focused on solving problems of women but over the period of time focus has been extended to creation of awareness among women and young adolescent girls also. With such a positive response we are also aiming to inculcate other vulnerable sections like the destitute and the aged in the near future. 

Baseline information 

Anweshi has always served women suffering from different acts of personal and social injustice and violence. Most of them are helpless, hapless, economically backward and isolated. In specific, more than 75% of the cases registered have been of domestic violence. Apart from that, other issues like sexual violence and harassment at workplace, property rights of women, rape, sexual exploitation and harassment are also taken up. The system of patriarchy is so deep rooted and coupled with it many other social problems such as drug & alcohol addiction, child sexual abuse, polygamy, infidelity, mental problems etc have been the root cause of the problems faced by women. 

Objectives 

The long-term objective of the project is women’s empowerment and all round development individually, socially, politically and economically. It aims at enabling women to have the courage and capacity to tackle the every day violence in their lives. It aims at enhancing the status of women in the family and society at large by creating awareness about rising gender discrimination. Women, thus empowered will be capable of participating in the entire social, political and development processes in a creative and constructive way. 

Specific objectives

1. To provide support to women who are abused, battered and exploited by providing counselling, legal aid and other support. 

2. To improve skills of women in dealing with violence.

3. To undertake legal awareness programmes for women in the city, suburbs and remote hilly areas in the district and the adjacent districts. 

4. To spread knowledge and awareness of sexuality and sexual health among high school and college going girls and also boys to develop self-esteem and healthy man-woman relationships. 

5. To spread gender awareness among them and to sensitize them to issues of gender and women’s role in social, political and development processes. 

6. To organize programmes for them to realize their potentialities and to instill self-confidence in them. 

7. To create awareness among them about the various potential threats to their growth and well being through abuse, exploitation and violence of their human rights in the rapidly changing and globalizing economic and cultural contexts. 

8. To introduce basic legal literacy to adolescent girls and young women

9. To impart self defense skills, in both physical and psychological, to girls and young women in dealing with violence. 

10. To collect and disseminate information on gender-related issues.

11. To undertake advocacy on gender violence targeted at specific groups. 

PROGRAMME FINDINGS 

The programme findings have been presented with a log frame supported with a rationale. The specific objectives have been rated in terms of its fulfillment. The rating criteria is mentioned below

Rating:    Very satisfactory 


  Satisfactory 


  Less satisfactory 


  Unsatisfactory 

	Sr. No.
	Rating
	Rationale

	1
	Very satisfactory
	Counselling, legal aid and shelter have been our main duties and provided help to a large number of people.

	2
	Satisfactory 
	Through counselling and legal literacy classes the clients are given essential information to deal violence, however more focus has to be given.

	3
	Very satisfactory 
	The legal aid cell has also the responsibility to take regular legal awareness classes and is taken even in very remote areas.

	4
	Satisfactory
	The adolescent work takes care of providing awareness on gender & sexuality among adolescent girls. In future adolescent boys will also be covered under the project. 

	5
	Satisfactory 
	Even though the topics of gender and women’s role in social, political & developmental processes are covered, the approach has to be improved as people are yet to realize the importance of gender and women’s status.

	6
	Satisfactory 
	We have been organizing various programmes for women and adolescents we need to increase the number of classes. 

	7
	Satisfactory
	The topics on threats, human rights and the issue of changing and globalizing world are being covered in adolescent classes.

	8
	Satisfactory 
	Basic legal literacy classes are provided mostly to mothers of anganwadi children in collaboration with ICDS, however adolescent girls are given classes more on sexuality. Moreover many classes are taken mostly on the demand of school authorities. 

	9
	Less satisfactory
	We need to have more focus in this area 

	10
	Very satisfactory 
	Gender awareness is the theme of our project. Our library & documentation centre plays a very important role in collection and dissemination of information on gender related issues. 

	11
	Very satisfactory 
	Advocacy on gender violence in different ways like seminars, workshops, materials, library & documentation centre, street plays etc. Apart from that, we have been participating in state and national level conferences promoting the PWDV Act, 2005.


Project design & implementation 

The project has been titled “Anweshi, Women’s Support and Advocacy Centre” and is totally focused on elimination of all forms of violence against women and children, irrespective of their caste, class, religious or economic status. Over the years our organization has grown in terms of reach as well as activities. The set of activities in terms of legal literacy class, adolescent class, seminars and workshops are decided in the beginning of the year in consultation with the project head, accounts section and other committee members. 

Counselling, legal aid cell, community work & short stay home section undertakes duties on the basis of clients approaching the organization. When a petition is submitted the petitioner is given a hearing. Then the petition is given to the community workers for field level enquiries and verifications. They meet the opposite party and ask them to come to the office for counselling sessions or settlement talks. The opposite party is also given a hearing and attempts are made to jointly hold counselling sessions with both the petitioner and the opposite party. If all the efforts fail the case is referred to the legal aid cell in consultation and agreement with the petitioner. However our main focus has been to solve the cases amicably and avoid moving legally as we feel that it is our moral responsibility to promote healthy human relations. We always take a firm stand in cases of physical and psychological violence against women and act accordingly, with the petitioner’s consent, giving her all round support including legal help. The cell decides the type of legal action that is needed and proceeds according to the wish of the petitioner. Special focus is given to young girls under the adolescent section under which classes; seminars, workshops and camps are organized. Library activities are decided as per the requirements of the State Library Council at the beginning of the year. 

· Counselling 

Counselling is one of the core activities of the project, which is headed by two counsellors and one assistant counselor. On an average a particular case takes about three to four sessions to get settled. The first priority is always to settle a case through discussions and through mutual agreement by both parties. However if it does not take place, the petitioner is directed to the legal aid cell and if required the petitioner is also given temporary shelter under short stay home. Apart from that client meetings are often held where the petitioners are called to discuss and share their experiences with others and also to take necessary actions based on their requests. Data on the varied nature of cases are mentioned below

	Sr no.
	Particulars
	Number of cases
	Number of cases

	1
	NEW CASES
	
	329

	
	Family Problem
	226
	

	
	Sexual Exploitation
	13
	

	
	Sexual Harassment 
	8
	

	
	Property
	15
	

	
	Miscellaneous 
	57
	

	
	Death Case
	6
	

	
	Sex Racket
	1
	

	
	Labour Problem 
	3
	

	2
	FOLLOW UP 
	
	744

	3
	CONSULTATION 
	
	106

	4
	SETTLED 
	
	121


According to the above table new cases suggests the number of cases, which have been registered. The sub categories present the type of cases. The follow up suggests the different sessions undertaken for the cases. Consultation suggests unregistered cases or when cases referred are to other institutions. Settled refers to cases which were solved by appropriate interventions as well as joint and individual counselling sessions. The counselling section has been very active and there has been 12% increase in the number of cases and 27% increase in settled cases. There have been only 6 clients meeting in this year, which was not according to the target. The response to clients meeting has comparatively been poor. Besides the flow of cases has been quiet seasonal, for instance number of cases reduce during festive seasons. 

· Community work
This section is handled by a community work co-ordinator and consists of six community workers who are an experienced lot. They have the duty to get to the core of each case and investigate the details on the basis of which, the counselors handle the cases. They have a very vital role to play, as they are the link between the organization and the community. They regularly meet community resources and establish contacts with different agency personnel, police departments, government and private organizations etc, which are mutually beneficial. Apart from that they also have the duty to organize awareness programmes, seminars, workshops and legal literacy classes. The details of community work is mentioned below

	Sr No.
	Particulars
	Number

	1
	Field visits
	658

	2
	Police station visits
	53


· Adolescent work 

The adolescent project, which was started two years ago, on the basis of increasing demand to work among adolescent girls, has been functioning actively in the form of conducting classes, seminars and workshops in different places, in collaboration with schools, anganwadi’s and the ICDS. This work is being taken up by a senior social worker along with two community workers.  The details of classes have been mentioned below 

	Sr. No
	Month
	Classes conducted for Mothers
	Classes conducted for Adolescent girls
	Participants

	1
	December (2007)
	-
	4
	119

	2
	January 
	2
	-
	50

	3
	February
	2
	1
	53

	4
	March
	5
	1
	175

	5
	April
	-
	10
	317

	6
	May
	1
	5
	219

	7
	June
	-
	1
	20

	8
	July
	3
	-
	63

	9
	August
	5
	1
	164

	10
	September
	1
	4
	150

	11
	October
	-
	1
	60

	12
	November 
	2
	-
	81

	
	Total classes conducted 
	49
	1471


Even though regular classes have been taken, there has not been complete acceptance from the school authorities as often topics like gender and sexuality are considered to be sensitive and thus not encouraged. However in the recent times many schools have come forward and realized its importance. Apart from that, adolescent boys have not been included till now but discussions are currently under progress with schools for including them in the project as well.

· Short Stay Home 
Cases in which the victims are in need of temporary shelter are referred to the short stay home. All the expenses of the inmates are borne by the Short Stay Home. It has a total of three staff doing the day-to-day activities. Apart from that a vocational trainer also visits them twice weekly. A total of a 50 admissions were there during this year. The details have been mentioned below 

	Sr. No. 
	Particulars 
	Admission 
	Re-admission
	Total

	1
	Women 
	28
	3
	31

	2
	Children 
	16
	3
	19

	
	
	44
	6
	50


Necessary medical facilities are provided to the inmates and victims of sexual abuse are given psychological counselling by an experienced clinical psychologist in the Government Medical College hospital. They are often invited to participate to the different activities and celebrations of our organization.

· Legal Aid Cell

The legal aid cell deals with cases referred by counselling section headed by an advocate and assisted by a para-legal worker. Apart from that legal literacy classes are also conducted in different parts of the district which are taken by experienced lawyers. As we have been chosen the service provider under the PWDV Act, a legal counsellor has been appointed for dealing with domestic violence cases. Details of the classes have been mentioned below

	Month
	No: of Classes
	No: of Participants

	December
	         4
	48+34+38+46           = 166

	January
	         5
	66+28+35+36+35     = 200

	February
	         3
	39+33+38                 = 110 

	March
	         3
	84+91+43                 = 218 

	April
	         1
	56                              = 56

	May
	         2
	72+43                        = 115

	June
	         4
	32+62+47+29           = 170

	July 
	         3
	46+48+41                  = 135

	August
	         4
	30+40+31+46           = 147

	September
	         1
	46                              = 46

	October
	      Nil
	

	November
	         3                     
	28+47 +22                 = 97

	Total 
	       33
	                                          1460


The details of cases intervened by the legal aid cell has been mentioned below. In each case the nature of intervention is different.

	Sr No.
	Method of aid provided
	Total 

	1
	Petition drafted to police stations
	12

	2
	Agreements drafted
	18

	3
	Lawyer Notice
	21

	4
	Petition to City Police Commissioner
	06

	5            
	Petition to Rural SP
	03

	6                    
	Cases filed in court
	52

	7         
	Petition to Human Rights Commission 
	01

	8          
	Settled in court
	21

	9       
	Cases allowed in court
	24

	10      
	Cases dismissed in court
	03

	11
	Affidavit filed
	20

	12             
	Counter filed
	09

	13         
	Arrested
	05

	14
	Argument not filed
	01

	                  Total
	196


Even though the number of classes has not been as targeted, legal aid provided for the cases have been increased. The aid provided is totally based on the client’s demand. 

· Library & Documentation 

The library and documentation was started with an aim of spreading and equipping women with adequate knowledge and awareness. A small reading room that was started in the year 1995 has grown over the years to become a library and documentation centre with 6582 books. 1131 books were added this year. Our total membership is 317 with 93 new memberships this year. We have around 4 Malayalam and 2 English dailies, 39 Malayalam and 11 English journals. Above 5000 books have been issued over the year. Apart from that 11 committee meetings have been conducted where in the activities of the library are reviewed and discussed. Along with it the annual library general body meeting was also conducted in this year. During this period two newsletters were published based on current issues pertaining to women with an intention to promote awareness on social realities and to discuss women’s issues. The library has also been conducting activities for children under “Balavedi” for promoting self-development and involving them in informative activities. It has been going on for more than two years. 

Project output and dissemination 

Over the years there have been many workshops, seminars and awareness programmes conducted in the year targeting specific groups like anganwadi workers, panchayat members, social workers, advocates, teachers, doctors and others. The details have been mentioned as below 

Seminars

	Sr No. 
	Month 
	No. of Participants
	Nature of participants 
	Topics 

	1
	December 2007
	133
	Women 
	Adolescent problems 

	2
	January 2008
	88
	Women, kudumbasree workers, anganwadi teachers 
	Violence against women, PWDV act

	3
	February
	47
	Women
	Adolescent problems

	4
	April 
	130
	Women, Anganwadi workers 
	Women Empowerment 

	5
	May 
	41
	Women 
	Sexual abuse and exploitation, gender, equality, 

	6
	May 
	47 
	Children 
	Adolescent problems

	7
	June 
	78
	Anganwadi workers, children, women 
	Adolescent problems

	8
	July 
	65
	Mothers 
	Right to Information Act, Women Empowerment 

	9
	August 
	79
	Women 
	Women Empowerment 

	10
	November
	82
	Women 
	Women Empowerment

	11
	November
	32
	Women & Children
	Nature Study Tour


The above gives brief details about the seminars conducted, which were mostly conducted, in Calicut district. The above seminars have been taken by the adolescent project co-ordinator as well as other resource persons including women advocates and activists. The sub topics include issues like women & society, dowry problems, family problems, human rights, rights of women, Hindu-Muslim-Christian marriage law, special marriage act, sexual harassment at workplace, sexual abuse, gender, equality, PWDV Act, labour problems, consumer court, right to information act etc. These seminars are often conducted in collaboration with local resources like anganwadis, ICDS office, women’s organizations, schools, local committees etc.  

Workshops

	Sr No.
	Date 
	Participants 
	Description 

	1
	18-20th April
	25 
	· A trainers training programme, for the organization’s staff.  

· It included interactive sessions, group activities as well as discussions.

· The topics covered are gender basic issues related to it like how to take gender classes for adults, sex-ratio, health aspects, decision making, education, economic status, social status, political status, religion and leadership qualities.

	2
	15-21st May, 2008
	34
	· A theatre workshop for children of 5-15 age group. 

· Sessions taken by trained theatre artists for instilling personality development skills and community awareness. It was later shown as a street play for the public.

· The play was titled social evils and its challenges. 

	3
	11-12, June, 2008
	27 
	· An adolescent workshop for teachers, social workers and ICDS supervisors was organized.

· The sessions included group activity, focused group discussions, games. 

· The topics covered are gender, adolescent issues, analysis of social institutions, life skill education, women rights, gender and sex, child rights etc.



	4
	4-6th July, 2008
	40
	· A state level workshop on Protection of Women from Domestic Violence act, 2005. 

· Participated by famous national and state level leaders such as Adv. Indira Jaising (Lawyers Collective, New Delhi), former chairperson of Kerala Women’s Commission, social activist and poetess Smt Sugatakumari (Abhaya Tvm) etc , law students from the National Service Scheme throughout the state, social workers, researchers, doctors and media persons.  

· The topics like special features of the PWDV Act, implications of domestic violence on women, social & health aspects of domestic violence, media response to PWDV Act, Experiences of cases filed in courts and activists’ experience of the PWDV Act. 


A Study on Disabled Girls  

This year Anweshi conducted a study on Disabled girls assigned by the Kerala State Planning Board. The study was basically conducted in Calicut and Malappuram districts. The specific objectives can be enumerated as below

1. To study the reasons of disability 

2. To examine the requirements of service

3. To study the requirements of development of the disabled 

4. To suggest coordinated mechanism for the implementation of the developmental activities.

The study has been submitted and is currently under review. 

Capacity building programmes 

There have been many awareness and capacity-building programmes conducted throughout the year for the staff and the community at large. Some of the major activities have been listed below 

	Sr No.
	Date
	Particulars

	1
	9-11th January, 2008
	Our project head had participated in an international workshop held in Banglore by Vimochana, an NGO, conducted for the formation of the “World Court for Women”. Our NGO was the only one representing the state.  

	2
	18/2/08
	A session was organized namely “Interaction with Shareefa” who is the director of an NGO “STEPS” of Pudukottai based in Tamil Nadu who has been doing pioneering efforts for Muslim women in one of the communities and is responsible for setting up the first Mosque for Muslim Women.  

	3
	23/2/08
	Our project head and staff participated in a discussion organized by               the state police department on “Community Policing”.

	4
	February 2008
	Our project head participated in a committee formed in protest of forced evacuation of local residents by the government for constructing railway tracks and roads. 

	5
	6/3/08
	Our project head participated in the commemoration of “Mullampalli dinam”

	6
	8/3/08
	Our project head did a project presentation in golden jubilee celebration of Prakash Kalakendra a cultural centre in the city. 

	7
	30/6/08
	An interactive session with noted feminist Ms Kamala Bhasin was organized. 

	8
	18/10/08
	Our staff and project head participated in a Convention On Women Related Issues organized by Streevedi a networking of NGO’s working for women. 

	9
	2/11/08
	An event was organized to honor the heroic act of Ms Prakashini who was Anweshi’s client. Ms. Prakashini stood against all odds when the accused tried to bribe her for dropping a rape case against him. She was firm on her stand to go ahead with the case in which her neighbour raped her mentally retarded daughter. 

	10
	17-18th October, 2008
	Two of our staff participated in a workshop organized by “Nice Foundation” an NGO based in Chennai on “International Funding & Proposal Writing”.

	11
	24/1/08
	Anweshi organized a Health talk. 

	12
	11/3/08
	An interactive session on “Modern day theatre & children” was organized by Anweshi 

	13
	12-13th July, 2008
	“Nadakakalari”, a two-day programme organized for children to teach Kalari, the traditional form of martial arts of Kerala. 

	14
	11/10/08
	A “chitrakala” camp was organized for children, which was taken by many noted artists. 

	15
	20/11/08
	“Janakeeya Sahitya Arangu” An event organized to discuss a controversial novel named “Barsa” by Khadeeja Mumtaz. It was participated by many local activists as well as the writer herself.   

	16
	20/11/08
	A literary competition was held under Anweshi Library for children between 10 to 19 years age.

	17
	29/08/08, 19 & 24/09/08
	Our project head has been a resource person for PWDV Act, 2005 for IMG (Institute for Management in Government)

	18
	13-14th November, 2008
	She also participated in the 2nd National Conference on Monitoring and Evaluation of the PWDV Act organized by Lawyers Collective, Delhi. 

	19
	--
	Participated in the famous demonstration of protest organize din chengara in kerala.  

	20
	27-28th November, 2008
	A service providers meeting was organized in the district in which our main counsellors had participated.   

	21
	25-11-08
	Our project head along with others had detailed discussions with the law reforms committee headed by Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer.

	22
	22/11/08
	Participated in an event organized for the discussion on tribal issues in Wayanad & Kudagu 

	23
	21/11/08
	Anweshi team went for a nature study tour to Athirappally Vazhachal Waterfalls. 

	24
	18/11/08
	Our project head with other organizations submitted memorandum for law reform to the state government and is actively organizing the campaign.

	25
	19/11/08
	Our project head inaugurated Safia Action committee dharna. 

	26
	--
	Anweshi is part of the corporation level Jagritha Samiti (Awareness Committee) headed by the mayor and have been attending meetings.


PROJECT MANAGEMENT SECTION 

An executive committee consisting 11 members, elected from the general body manage and decide the policy matters of the organization. The managing committee consists of members not only from the staff but also other external active members and for the current year 12 monthly meetings have been conducted so far. Apart from that, one general body meeting was conducted at the beginning of the year. The organization has a 25 member staff that carry on the daily duties. 12 staff meetings have been conducted at the 1st of every month to review and monitor the activities. 

  The organizational structure has been mentioned below

Counselling, Short Stay Home, Legal Aid Cell and the community work section are responsible for the overall assessment, support and rehabilitation of women and children who approach. The adolescent project works among young girls and adolescents with the aim of awareness creation and hence conducts classes, workshops and seminars for them. The library & documentation centre works as a knowledge and resource centre for women, children and students. The community work with the legal aid cell organizes legal literacy classes for women, anganwadi workers and children. 

The reporting has been a very vital feature of the organization. Meetings are conducted on a daily basis where in the community workers have to report orally about their work. Besides that they also have to submit the daily written reports on the visits conducted. Planning and course of actions are also discussed during these meetings in consultation with the Short stay home in charge, community work co-ordinator, legal advisor and the project head. All sections submit their monthly reports within the first week of every month. The communication channel has been explained with the help of a diagram below.










IMPACT

______________________________________________________________________

Anweshi has been actively supporting women victims from various societal and domestic violence for more than 15 years. In these years it has increased its reach in terms of activities and beneficiaries, which has had a positive impact on us as well as the society. Anweshi has had a successful record of dealing with social problems like sex rackets, rape, domestic violence that has caught national and international attention. Hence people approach us with complete trust and faith, which has been our strength.  We have been able to improve the living conditions of many women who were suffering from violence, poverty, destitution, social evils, insecurity etc. 

However there have been some outstanding issues regarding our work especially under the adolescent project. We have not been able to initiate adolescent counseling. However when classes are given the children are invited to come to the organization to share their problems. But often they are not able to come especially because of their strict schedules. We have been planning to appoint an adolescent counsellor in cooperation with different schools who will be able to go there and carry out counselling. Besides that it was planned to start an income generating activity in the short stay home, which has not been possible.  

The quantitative output definitely throws light on the programme efficiency, which has improved over the years. To perform in a more efficient manner apart from our regular activities we have always focused on participating in seminars, training programmes, workshops, voicing our support to various issues and associating with state agencies as well as agencies working for various sections of the society. It has helped us to share our views and experiences and has given an opportunity to learn the activities and approach of different organizations. We have always upheld the ideology of equal rights to women and have genuinely concentrated efforts towards it, which has been supported by many people. In response to it we have been credited with an “A” grade status from Kerala Women’s Commission and are the service providers under the PWDV Act. However the sustainability of these outcomes largely depends upon the financial support provided by funding organizations or the government bodies, such as Central Social Welfare Board. . 

THE PWDV ACT AND OUR INITIATIVES 

In relation to policy level outcomes of the project, our efforts towards the promotion of the Protection of Women against Domestic Violence Act, 2005 has been very vital. Even before the act was passed, we were associated with Lawyers Collective Women’s Rights Initiative, Delhi, who was the first to draft a bill on domestic violence. Four regional consultations were held out of which Anweshi was selected for the South. Anweshi had organized a regional level discussion in April 2000 where in many prominent NGO’s from the south participated. Our project head was also a part of national team, which had gone to Delhi to meet Mr. Arjun Singh, the Human Resource Minister for lobbying the PWDV Act in 2004. We have been instrumental in carrying out activities under the PWDV Act.

· State level workshop
The national conference in New Delhi, which was held on Oct 26-27 2007 conducted jointly by Lawyers Collective, National Commission & Ministry of Women & child Development (GOI) showed that the process of implementation of the act was very slow, due to obstacles from various government departments and judiciary.  But the act was taken to heart by women and supported by women’s groups and NGO’s. But it is a moot point as to whether the enforcement agencies and the judiciary have been able to live up to the expectations of the women folk into this regard.  Hence, as a part of our campaign against domestic violence we had organized a state level workshop on the PWDV Act participated by lawyers, students, social workers, doctors, media persons, women activists etc. 

· Our project head also participated in the 2nd National conference conducted by Lawyers collective for monitoring and evaluation of the PWDV Act, 2005. This was held in New Delhi on 14th November, 2008

OVERALL ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATIONS
______________________________________________________________________
Due to the continued support given to Anweshi by Sir Dorabji TATA TRUST, we have been able to take forward the project work in a better way than last year. There were new avenues for finding solutions for women’s issues like the Kerala Women’s Commission which became very active, the protection officers under the PWDV Act and the women’s cell of the police, so that for a limited period of time there was a lull in petition being registered. But after sometime, petitions started flooding again. Also the rate of settlement of cases is 27% higher this year. The co-ordination between the different sections have grown and new activities have been taken up like theatre camps for children, creative workshops etc. the children of Anweshi library “Balavedi” won the first prize in a competition for creating flower designs during Kerala’s Onam festival. They also presented a small play after a weeklong camp in a public place. Work among adolescents especially, is growing but the need for adolescent counselling is being felt more. Also the demand for work among adolescent boys is also growing. The legal classes’, seminars and workshops are conducted very seriously. The relationship with the trust is as smooth and satisfactory as had been before. We expect it to continue next year also. 

Since this is the fifth year of the project (though there was a break from July 2006 to November 206) we request the SD Trust to do proper evaluation of the work done by Anweshi so far. We would like to have a discussion with the policy makers in the trust on the issue of continuity of the solid and valuable support given to us during the five long years. We recommend that Anweshi be considered for the Corpus Fund proposal. We believe that the work done by Anweshi is very important and vital in creating an atmosphere of gender equality and democratizing man-woman relationships. Without the financial support it is very difficult for an NGO like Anweshi to sustain precisely because the nature of its work is service oriented and not production oriented or income generating.  

It is a myth that the situation in Kerala is better than other states. Violence within the home and outside in the society is growing to an alarming extent. Young teenage girls are getting are trapped into sex trafficking in growing numbers. Cruelty is finding no limits. If there are no support systems like Anweshi for the helpless, hapless and totally powerless women and young teenage girls to approach the status of women will go down rapidly. The sustenance of an organization like Anweshi, which has a long and dedicated history of 15 years of fight for the women’s rights is the need of the hour. It is unique and there is no other organization working as efficiently and in an all round way throughout the whole state of Kerala and the trust can be proud of this. We request you to further continue your financial support for another three year term after the present sanctioning of grant or support us in forming the Corpus Fund.

APPENDIX 1

Important Cases 

Anweshi has been dealing with many important and complicated cases in the current year. Some of the cases are mentioned as below. 

· The petitioner a resident of pondichery was referred to Anweshi by her neighbour in Calicut after she informed her about the troubles she was having with her husband. According to the petitioner, her husband, often physically abused her and was also and alcohol addict. She and her child were given a temporary shelter in our short stay home. Later on her husband was called for a joint counselling session after which he signed an agreement and took her back. The case took almost seven to eight months of constant intervention as the concerned people were mostly from other state. Regular follow-ups were also conducted and found out that she was finally happy to be back with her husband. 

· The petitioner had a very bad history of family problems with the mother suffering from mental illness, a very sick father and brothers not ready to take her responsibility. Before her fathers death she was married off. However she had problems with her first husband and soon got separated. As both her parents died she took on a job at a house and stayed there itself. After some time she fell in love with one of the member of the family with whom she was staying. Later on she became pregnant; however when the family came to know they completely opposed it and forced her to abort the child. Seeing this she ran away from the house and ended up being unconscious outside another place which happened to be a policeman’s house. He helped her to file a rape case against the accused and admitted her to the government short stay home. Because of excessive bleeding she was taken to the Government Medical College where in she was strongly advised to abort the pregnancy, but she was very much against it and hence got herself discharged and directly approached us. After proper enquiry she was admitted to the short stay home and was given proper care and treatment. The opposite party was soon called and after constant intervention he agreed to marry her. An understanding was reached so that the rape case would not be proceeded. Both of them signed an agreement and were married off. The petitioner was accepted in his house and there she gave birth to a girl child. Follow ups have been conducted and they are having their own child.

· The petitioners who were mother and daughter were the victims of desertion from their own kin. The father who worked in the film industry in chennai, was an initially as assistant director later on became film director. After some time he went into alcoholic addiction and his films were not doing well. As he was the only earning member in the family, their financial condition worsened day by day, and so the daughter’s education was stopped after 10th std. Moreover the father also suffered from cancer. The petitioner later on met the opposite party who was himself in the film field and fell in love with him. She soon ran away with him and became pregnant. However he ended to be very violent and doubted her a lot. When it became intolerant for her, she also tried to commit suicide only to end up in a failed attempt. Later on she returned back to her home and gave birth to a girl child. He again came to her after things got better between them. But again she got pregnant and he left her again. At this point of time her father also went missing. As they could not support themselves, both of them with the two kids left their house and stayed with their relatives. Her younger brother was made to stay at school premises where he studied. But soon things became worse for them and they had to leave that house. They approached us with no money to survive, two small kids and a brother who had no place to live. We soon admitted them to the short stay home except the brother who had to be in chennai because he was studying, and gave all possible support. The father and the husband were also called, but they also had their excuses. The father said informed us that he did not have enough money and was a daily wageworker. Moreover he was under treatment for cancer for which he needed lots of money. The husband informed that he could not support as he was having many loans to repay. Hence the case has been presently referred to the legal aid cell for further interventions. The petitioner’s brother was helped in getting sponsorship for his education and sustenance from some social service organizations of malayalees in chennai.

· In this case the petition was filed against the principal of this school who is a very old lady. The   daily chores of both the school and her home were looked after by her close aides one of whom is a bank pune and the other one is a driver. However the school is owned by one of the principal’s relative staying in Bangalore. Problems started when they decided to stop the school and sell the building and land without compensating the parents who had paid money expecting that the school will develop and during the course of time have 10th std also. Several meetings were conducted but no result came out. In between parents also approached Anweshi. Finally an action committee was formed and the problem was solved by signing a mutual agreement, promising reasonable compensation to parents and helping in getting admission for students in other school.  

· The petitioner was promised a good job with better salary by the opposite party who sent her to a Gulf country who was a travel agent based in Calicut. There she worked as a maid at a house. However she had a hard time there as she was not properly paid and was subjected to immense physical torture and harassment. The driver of the house she was working in informed that a certain amount would have to be paid if she wants to return. The petitioner’s family was extremely poor and could not pay such a big amount. Anweshi intervened and contacted Indian embassy, which helped her to be back in India. She was able to come back without paying any money. 

· The petitioner, a young single mother worked in an organization where she met the opposite party. They fell in love and opposite party promised her that he will get married to her. And with this assurance he had also used her. He did not turn up on the day they decided to marry at a register office. Apart from that he also threatened and accused her of bad moral character. She then approached us for help; meanwhile the opposite party’s marriage was fixed. Joint sessions were conducted which was attended by the family of both the parents. Inspite of his denial of the relationship proper proof were presented and finally the opposite party’s family agreed to give back the petitioner’s jewellery, which he had taken. After witnessing all these problems the opposite party’s marriage got cancelled. In the end petitioner went back to her family in Malappuram and so the case was settled.  

· This has been one of the very important cases our organization has been dealing with. The petitioner, who is about 14 years and studying in 9th std, did not have a favourable family history. Her parents were divorced and she stayed with her mother along with a younger brother. After that her mother married another person, who’s was the third marriage. Unfortunately her stepfather started using her physically; however she was not able to disclose any of these things to anyone. Seeing this he started taking more advantage and tried to supply her to other people on weekends. She was not able to disclose these things to anyone and so this went for almost 2 years. Moreover he started beating her and the younger brother badly when his demands were not met. By that time her own father had married again and had his own kids. All the while both children did not have any contacts with their father but after this the boy contacted him. Soon both of them started visiting their father and shared everything with him. After her father came to know both of them approached Anweshi for help. Police responded very supportively and soon took her statements and started the investigation. According to her many influential people are involved in this case and currently the case is moving legally. 16 people are accused in the case and 9 of them have been caught already.

· The petitioner lived in thrissur with her husband and four children before coming to Calicut for further job prospects. Soon she got a job where she met and fell in love with the opposite party, an auto driver. He used her, which soon her husband came to know. Because of this her husband tried to shift the whole family back to thrissur. But the opposite party soon contacted her and told her to come and stay with him. She did as he said and they stayed in a lodge together for a week. However, soon he disappeared from there and because of desperation she tried to commit suicide. It was a failed attempt and the police admitted her to the Government Medical College. From there she was brought to Anweshi. The opposite party was called and he informed us that his situation was very poor. He had got two unmarried sisters and mother was very unwell. Seeing this she protested in front of his house. However with help of the local people things were compromised and he agreed to pay a compensation of Rs. 9000/-

· The above two are the petitioners and wanted to marry for which they had approached our organization. Both of them were neighbours but belonged to different religion. The area where they lived majorly consisted people from Muslim community who were totally against such an affair. They even had death threats from fundamentalist outfits. The local people also physically harmed her. Because of this they approached us and soon we gave her shelter. During this the some locals had filed a case against the petitioner so that he could not continue his business. Later on both of them were helped to get married according to the Special Marriage act. They were also helped to get settled with a house to stay and have been in touch since then.

· The petitioner belonged to a very poor family and a very poor family history. She had four other siblings and among them one brother committed suicide. Apart from that her parents constantly fought with each other and the father threw them all out of the house. However the petitioner got a court order that as she was handicapped he should give her protection and cannot force her out of house. Inspite of that, he did not care for her and was not at all allowed in the house. Most often the house was locked from inside and she was kept out the whole day with no food, shelter or protection. When things went beyond control she approached us and has been given shelter as well as legal help. Currently she has been given maintenance and protection order and the case is moving legally.

· The petitioner approached us when the torture from her husband who is also the opposite party became unbearable. According to her she was too much physically and mentally abused. They had two daughters, one of them was studying in a hostel and the other one was staying with them. She witnessed all the beatings and often she was also abused. The opposite party was a retired policeman. However the petitioner did also have depressive features and was under medication for it. Both the mother and the daughter were given shelter in the short stay home. Simultaneously talks were conducted with the opposite party however he was not ready to sign any agreements. However in the end the case was settled locally. Both the petitioner and the daughter were supported with everything including education and treatment.  

· The petitioner who had multiple disabilities was living alone and under very poor circumstances. Her neighbour took advantage of her poor condition and did not allow her to make use of the public water supply facility inspite of having the right in the area where the pipe was there.  Moreover she was not allowed to even walk in the path and was abused and troubled for it. Hence she approached us for help to which we conducted field visits and called the opposite party for joint counselling sessions. When the opposite party did not come case was filed to the Human Rights Commission. Finally the case was won and she was helped to get her rights. 

APPENDIX 2

 Staff List

	Sr. No
	Name
	Age
	Qualification
	Designation

	1
	K. Ajitha 
	58
	M. A. in Sociology
	Project Head

	2
	V.R Anitha
	43
	M Phil in Psychology
	Counsellor

	3
	Jansy Jose
	43
	PhD Malayalam, B.Ed Hindi
	Social Worker

	4
	Shini.K.K
	34
	M. A. Sociology 
	Counsellor

	5
	Vinita. Nair
	24
	M.S.W, PG certificate in Public Health
	Social Worker

	6
	Adv. A. C. Ambika 
	45
	M.Com, L.L.B
	Advocate

	7
	P. Vasantha .P
	34
	B.A.economics,

H.D.C, D.C.A Tally in Accounting
	Paralegal worker

	8
	Sreeja P
	36
	M.A. Sociology
	Community work co-ordinator

	9
	Adv. K. K. Preetha
	36
	M. Sc, L.L.B
	Advocate

	10
	Elizabeth C.S 
	47
	B.A in Economics
	Community worker

	11
	Victoria. C.C
	47
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	12
	Nabeesa
	47
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	13
	Sheeba Baby
	40
	Pre Degree, Diploma in counseling, Balasevika Training 
	Short Stay Home supervisor

	14
	Santha.P
	47
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	15
	Sarojam.P
	52
	S.S.L.C
	Community worker

	16
	Sreeba. E.P
	32
	Pre-degree
	Community worker

	17
	Prameela.P 
	35
	M.A Malayalam
	Community worker

	18
	Sai Lakshmi K 
	30
	Bsc (Maths), BLISc 
	Librarian

	19
	Rajalakshmi. 
	52
	Pre-degree
	Assistant Librarian

	20
	Swapna. P 
	39
	B.com, Computer Application
	Accountant

	21
	Shiji Johnson
	28
	B.A, D.C.A
	Office Assistant

	22
	Pushpa. M.P 
	46
	S.S.L.C
	Cleaning staff

	23
	Rohini. M. M 
	56
	S.S.L.C
	Short Stay Home in charge

	24
	Sajini. K.M 
	34
	P.D.C
	Helper
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